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Marty Herring is now part of 
the óold guardô of company drivers 
with 24 years in a company 
truck.. 

But heôs new to the group of 
elite drivers who have logged one 
million miles without a preventa-
ble accident.  

Herringôs path to hauling 
wood byproducts in the Northwest 
is a little different than that of 
many drivers. He started out be-
hind the wheel of a tour bus for 
the Christian group Celebrant 
Singers out of Visalia, California. 
He later drove a tour bus in Alas-
ka before moving to Idaho. 

There he received a CDL 
through a grandfather clause and 
applied for his first job driving a 
semi. 

ñI didnôt even know what a 
fifth wheel was,ò Herring said of 
the time when he was getting 
ready for his driving test. ñI didnôt 
get the job, but I learned a lot.ò 

From that test he learned how 
to hook up a trailer and driving 
tips like swinging wide in a turn. 
But some real experience came 
during the time he hauled doubles 
for May Trucking. He was cover-
ing 48 states hauling doubles. 

His move to The Tri-Cities 
area of Southeast  Washington 
happened when he was appoint-
ed terminal manager  of the new 
location. He settled in and bought 
a home when the company 
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Wallulaõs Herring joins Million Mile safety club 

Wallula Company Chip Driver Marty Herring is the newest member of 
the BCT Million Mile Club. 
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Welcome to new and returning drivers who 

have joined the ranks of BCT, Inc. and Boise 

Trucking Operations during the past month.  

 
Mike Fry of Lorena, Texas July 2 as a 

new Centerline Driver for Waco. 
 
Clarence Gray of Glenn Heights, Texas 

July 9 as a new Owner-Operator out of 
DeRidder 

 
Ian Knopp of ??? Jul 13 as a new 

Centerline driver for Wallula. 
 
Jeremy Flack of Singer, Louisiana July 

24 transferring from Centerline Driver to 
Company Driver at DeRidder. 

 

Tobias Vaiz of 
Kosse, Texas as a 
new Centerline Driver 
for Waco. 

 
Armando Castillo 

of Pasco, Washington July 24 as a new spotter 
for Owner Bob Hurley. 

 
Demarcus Alexander of Lorena, Texas 

August 3 as a new driver for Waco. 
 

Earn extra cash!  
 

Check out our Driver-to-Driver bonus 
program for current drivers who help us connect 

with future drivers. 

If youôre an Owner-Operator who knows a 

driver who would be a good ófitô for BCT ... 

Call 1-800-544-5989, Opt. 5. 

 

Seven months of 2020 are 
looking pretty good as driver 
safety performance shows in the 
accident frequency rate. 

For the second time of the 
year, the monthôs Accident Fre-
quency Rate (AFR) is 0.00. The 
rate was also zero in April ...no 
preventable accidents. 

Two other months had rates 
of less than 1.0 making the seven 
month cumulative AFR of 0.84.  
Thatôs significantly lower than the 
goal of 1.10 preventable acci-
dents per million miles of travel. 

There have been a total of 
nine preventable accident in 
2020.  That compares to 26 pre-
ventables during the same period 
of 2019. 

Drivers have logged more 
than 10.5 million miles and driv-
ers categories are performing at 
about the same levels.  Drivers in 

company 
trucks have 
logged 4.5 
million 
miles with 
four pre-
ventable 
accidents 
for an AFR 
of 0.89. 

Owner Operators have 
logged 6.2 million miles with five 
preventable accidents for an AFR 
of 0.81. 

ñWeôre performing at high lev-
els of safety under circumstances 
that are often difficult,ò said 
Randy Bailey, Manager of Driver 
Services and Safety. ñThis 
doesnôt just happen,ò he said. 
ñItôs the result of driver focus on 
the road, at docks across the 
country and in the various yards 
where we pick up and drop trail-
ers.ò 

ACCIDENT FREQUENCY 
2020 6-Month AFR 

 

              Preventable 

                    Accident*  AFR** 

January 2 1.32  

February 1 0.71 

March  2 1.27 

April   0 0.00 

May  1 0.70 

June  3 1.89 

July  0 0.00  
 

Total  9 0.84  

 

*Any accident in which our driver 
failed by defensive driving to do 
everything reasonable to prevent 
the accident. 

** The number of preventable 
wrecks per million miles of travel. 

Randy Bailey 

Drivers continue high safety performance  
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Safety  
BCT vehicular safety was as 

good as it gets in July. Our fleets 
logged 1.58 million miles and we 
recorded zero preventable acci-
dents yielding an accident fre-
quency rate (AFR) of zero. Year-
to-date we stand at 0.84. 

If we keep this up, we will 
shatter our all-time best of 1.10. 
Please continue to stay focused 
on your surroundings, maintain 
safe following dis-
tances and antici-
pate the mistakes 
of others. 

BCT personal 
safety was as 
good as it gets in 
July. All of our val-
ued employees 
left work in the 
same condition 
they arrived for 
the sixth consecu-
tive month! 

We all did a 
great job of not letting our guard 
down to the distracted states of 
rushing, frustration, fatigue and 
complacency. Keep it up and 
weôll catch up with our partners in 
transportation, the Minnesota Da-
kota Western (MDW) railroad, 

who celebrat-
ed eight years 
without a re-
cordable on 
June 11th, 
2020. 

The safety 
culture at 
MDW is inspir-
ing as they 
continue to 
prove that all 
accidents are 

preventable and 
that an injury-free 
workplace is 
achievable. 

This past January 
we installed for-
ward facing dash 
cameras in our 
Columbus, IN 
company trucks. It 
has been a win-
win initiative for 

both driver and company. 

We have had three incidents/
accidents where we were able to 
produce video evidence that pro-
tected the driver against false 
claims and prevented costly legal 

battles and unnecessary pay-
outs for the company. 

We will install forward facing 
dashcams in the remaining 90 
company trucks this month 
(August). 

Service  
BCT did all the heavy lifting 

with regard to July on-time de-
livery performance for white pa-
per. We beat established per-
formance targets and outper-
formed competition by large mar-
gins as indicated below. 

 July volumes picked up con-
siderably, but we are still short of 
pre-covid levels. We are very 
proud of our drivers, owners and 
planners who make on-time de-
livery and positive customer ex-
perience a priority. 

Other  
National Driver Appreciation 

week (September 13-19) is just 
around the corner and takes on 
special significance this year 
considering the crucial role truck 
drivers played during the covid-
19 pandemic.  

BCT drivers and owners have 
never missed a beat, delivering 
essential product to PCA custom-
ers on time for the past five 
months. 

We will acknowledge all our 
professional drivers and owners 
for their hard work and commit-
ment to safety and service with 
sack lunches at our terminals 
during driver appreciation week. 

These drivers are the grease 
on the hub that keeps BCT 
wheels turningé.let them know 
they are appreciated every day. 

 

Dan Bernert 

ñThese drivers 
are the grease 
on the hub 

that keeps BCT 
wheels 

turningéò 
 

-Dan Bernert 
BCT General Mgr. 

 All WP Customers 
OTD/ Day 

Office Max-
OTD/Day 

WB Mason- 
OTD/Day 

BCT, Inc.  98.30% 97.60% 100.0% 

Core Carriers/3PL 93.10% 94.80% 95.40% 

Target 97.20% 97.50% 97.50% 

OTD Performance BCT vs. Competition 

On track for a record safety year  

  By the numbers: safety and service are top notch  
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I am 
pleased to an-
nounce that 
Jason Samsula 
has joined PCA 
as a Transpor-
tation Analyst in 
our Lake Forest 
corporate offic-
es, effective 
July 27. 

Jason brings 
several years of transportation 
experience from previous roles 
with Dean Foods and C. H. Rob-

inson. He will be focused on stra-
tegic analysis of PCAôs transpor-
tation spend across all PCA oper-
ations, including containerboard, 
white paper and corrugated. 

He will also be responsible 
for researching and making rec-
ommendations on systems and 
processes that enhance PCAôs 
ability to meet customersô future 
needs, improve service and/or 
reduce cost. 

Jason is in his second se-
mester of working remotely on 

his masterôs degree in integrated 
supply chain management from 
the University of Wisconsin. He 
and his wife Lyndsey have two 
children, Aubree and Ezra. In his 
spare time, he enjoys building 
puzzles, traveling, watching 
sports (Go Pack, Go) and spend-
ing time outside with his family 
and with their dog. 

Please join me in welcoming 
Jason to PCA. 

-Andrew Weiller 
Director of Transportation 

 

merged with another outfit 
and pulled out of Tri-Cities. 
Herring chose not to move 
and hooked up with BCT. 

One accident in 2005 was 
deemed preventable and de-
layed his million mile award.  
He was in Omak, Washington 
and walked around his tractor 
and trailer before backing.  
After he checked, a vehicle 
pulled up directly behind him 
out of view in the mirror and 
there was a collision as he 
backed up. 

In another wreck, he was hit 
while attempting to avoid another 
driver who left the scene as he 
was calling 911. 

His safety success since 
then , Herring says, has to do 
with his demeanor. ñIf someone 
cuts you off or flips you off, donôt 
get upset..ò he said. 

Herring pays attention to his 
surroundings and says the rou-

tine of regular routes can be an 
advantage. ñWhen you do some-
thing routine every day, you no-
tice changes,ò he said. 

The newest member of the 
Million Mile Club  typically drives 
10-12 hours a day to cover about 
450 miles through everything 
from rural remote areas to the 
metro area of Portland, Oregon 
and Spokane, Washington. 

Marty and his wife Sharron 

have been married 38 years 
and have five adult children. 
They range in age from 23 to 
31 with the first and last being 
born on the same day, eight 
years apart. 

Away from the truck, Herring 
is involved mostly with family 
activities. When his children 
were younger, he supported 
their high school marching 
band activities by driving the 
truck and trailer with equip-
ment. He was thankful to BCT 
for loaning the truck and trail-
er for those events. 

He is also involved in a local 
Corvette Club as one way to 
enjoy his 2002 convertible 
sports car. 

ñHe is super consistent and 
safe,ò says Wallula Terminal 
Manager Andy Sarrazin. And be-
cause of his background (in addi-
tion to his experience as terminal 
manager and time as a Wallula 
dispatcher) ñMarty understands 
operations and what needs to be 
done.ò 

In addition to a cash award, 
Herring will receive a jacket and 
plaque commemorating his safe-
ty achievement. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

Jason Samsula 

Samsula joins PCA as transportation analyst  

Million miler  
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Drivers: Get 
home safely 
without a trace 
of the virus 

ñHereôs a good reminder to 
expect the unexpected,ò said De-
Ridder Terminal Manager Steven 
Crain. Company Driver Al Harden 
was on his way to Waco Texas 
when a large bird swooped down 
in front of the truck and struck the 
windshield...nearly knocking it 
out.  

ñNeedless to say, the driver 
was surprised but not injured by 
the shards,ò Crain said. ñHe said 
he almost had a hearty attack.ò  
But Hardin kept his composure 
and travelled another 20 miles 
down the road before he could 
reach a spot where he could pull 
off safely and have the wind-

shield repaired. 

Crain asked the driver what 
kind of bird hit the window. ñI 
donôt know, ñ Hardin said. ñAfter 
about a minute,of being lodged in 
the glass, it flew off like nothing 
had happened.ò 

Surprise...and the 

bird survived!  


